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April Aardvark by Nathaniel Moncrieff

April Aardvark

ONE
School courtyard. Day.
Two benches spread slightly apart. ALEX and LIZZIE are
seated on one bench; GEORGE on the other. All three are
looking at their phones.
Behind them, in the centre, is a tall, thin, concrete base of
a statue. The statue itself is absent.
EZ enters and sits down angrily next to GEORGE.

EZ I hate people.

LIZZIE People are so boring.

ALEX Total snooze buttons.

GEORGE Aren’t we people?

LIZZIE No.

ALEX Definitely not.

GEORGE What are we then?

LIZZIE Different.

ALEX Better.

LIZZIE Like in that nature show we watched in class. Some
animals are just fitter. Faster.

ALEX Better looking.
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More vicious.

Right. You can be a tiny field mouse. Or you can be the
aardvark in the air, swooping down to eat the mouse.

An aardvark isn’t a bird.

Yes it is.

It's a mammal.

Grow a brain cell, George.

LIZZIE has taken out her phone and is typing on it.

He’s right. It's a mammal.

Then what am I thinking of? The big bird starting with A?
Albatross?

That’s it! The others are field mice and we're albatrosses.

[Looking at her phone] It says here that albatross mostly
eat fish.

Fine. They're fish. Little fish. God, you guys get so hung up
on facturacy.

Accuracy?

Shut up, George.

GEORGE notices that EZ is staring off into the distance.
[To EZ] How come you're so quiet?

I don't feel like talking.

Everything ok?

I said I don't feel like talking.
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The statue’s coming along.

What?

The base looks good.

Who cares?

If they were putting up a statue of my dad, I'd care.
They don’t put up statues of potatoes, George. Lol.
Why can’t you ever just laugh?

Laugh lines, doofus. I don’t want to end up like my mum.
She’s twenty-two and she already looks like she’s forty.

Alex, your mum is definitely forty.
That’s a very cruel thing to say, George.

I just wish they didn’t have to put the statue right where we
sit every day.

Well, I like it there. I like that it’s going to stand above us. I
think it says to everyone ... we are part of a tradition. We
are the school.

I might not be for much longer.
What do you mean?

I got a month’s detention. They were going to expel me,
but they made a phone call to the statue. He talked them
out of it.

Expel you? For what?
They said if I get caught again, that’s it. ’'m gone.
For what?

Those messages we sent last Thursday.
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